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It is indeed my pleasure to greet all our WASH sector agencies, stakeholders, partners and 

friends! I am pleased to present you with the 42nd edition of our WASH Sector Newsletter.  This  

issue highlights on some of the main activities that the sector agencies and it’s partners has been 

involved in during the 2nd quarter of FY22/23.  

 

The key events enclosed in this issue are; 

  European Union delegation visited sector’s developments 

 WASH Sector 15th Annual Performance Review conducted & WASH Sector Plan 

FY21/22 - 24/25 launched 

 National Sanitation Day commemoration in Samoa 

 PWWA announced New Board Members 

 IWSA received 2 awards during the PWWA Conference  

 IWSA launched Laulii’s new intake & more 

 

And as such, the continuous collaborative efforts of our Implementing Agencies and stakeholders 

are acknowledged.  Malo lava le galulue ma le fa’atoatoa.  Your cooperation and support have 

brought us this far.  I trust that our Sector will continue to strive forward with refreshed and high 

spirits to pursue planned works and overcome new challenges.  

 

In order for the Sector to continue delivering our newsletter, our newsletter team would very 

much appreciate the support of all our IA members in providing articles, news items, events, 

advertisements that can be published in our future newsletter editions.  

 

Should you have any other information and news to share with our colleagues, please contact Mr. 

Anton Tofa on  email anton.tofa@mnre.gov.ws or telephone 67200 ext 322. 

 

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afioga Lealaisalanoa Frances Brown-Reupena 

Co-chairperson 
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The European Union conducted its first 

mission since COVID-19 lockdown in 

Samoa from the 31st October - 1st 

November 2022.  The purpose of this 

mission was to assess the progress and 

impacts of their investments in Samoa.   
 

The team included the Head of 

Cooperation, Mr. Michal Krejzam, 

Program Manager - Ms. Shaleshni Prasad 

and Finance, Contract and Audit Officer - 

Mr. Ferdinand Boissy. 

 

The Water and Sanitation Sector under 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and  

 

Environment together with its 

Implementing Agencies welcomed the 

opportunity to share their work and 

achievements with European Union  

Team actions specifically developments 

done under the EDF11 particularly with 

the following implementing agencies; 

Samoa Water Authority (SWA), Water 

Resources Division under the Ministry of 

Natural Resources & Environment 

(WRD) and Land Transport Authority 

(LTA).   

The meeting was held on 31st 

October at the MNRE Conference 

Room followed by a site visit to the 

selected sites; 

EUROPEAN 

UNION 2 DAYS 

MISSION IN 

SAMOA 

 Moamoa Borehole (SWA)  Afiamalu Watershed Area (WRD) 

 Malololelei Reservoir (SWA)  Vaipuna Road Drainage and Outfall 

(LTA) 

 Vaea Street (LTA) 

Briefing Session before the site visit 

Moamoa Borehole - SWA Site 

LTA Site - Drainage Upgrade 

Afiamalu Watershed Area - WRD Vaea Street - LTA Site 

Malololelei Borehole - SWA Site Debriefing session 
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Official Remarks by the Hon. Minister of 

Natural Resources & Environment 

Today’s review marks the culmination of 

another year of the sector’s work towards 

its long term commitment “For all the 

people of Samoa to have access to 

sustainable, safe and affordable water, 

improved sanitation and hygiene services 

enhancing health, productivity and 

resilience of all.”  

 

This is the sector’s vision underscored in 

the WaSH Sector Plan 2020-2025 which 

will be launched this morning. This is the 

4th edition of the sector planning process 

and it provides the priorities that will 

shape the sector’s development in the 

next 5 years.  Moreover, the plan further 

consolidates the achievements of the 

sector thus far, while sharpening the focus 

on the perplexing challenges facing the 

sector especially in relation to 

sustainability, not only in the advent of 

climate change and disasters but also 

ensuring the resources required for 

delivery are accessed and mobilized. 

 

As one of the 14 key sectors under the 

Government’s planning initiative, the 

WaSH sector’s evolution in many areas 

over the years has been instrumental in 

driving the sector-wide approach to 

planning and implementation, which has 

been proven to be an effective mechanism 

towards achieving sustainable water, 

sanitation and hygiene services for all and 

remains very much effective to date.  

 

It goes without saying that this has only 

been possible through the continuous 

engagement, collaboration and support of 

its key sector agencies, development 

partners, civil societies and various 

stakeholders through intra and cross 

sectoral collaborations and partnerships. 

WASH SECTOR 

15TH ANNUAL 

PERFORMANCE 

REVIEW  

& 

SECTOR PLAN 

FY21/22 - 24/25 

LAUNCHED 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene Sector commemorates it’s 15th Annual Performance Review FY21/22 & the Official launching of 

WASH Sector Plan  FY21/22 - FY 24/25 

Rev. Mose Galuvao (EFKS Vailuutai) leading the 

review with a prayer 
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Today’s review will see the sector’s key 

implementing agencies present and 

showcase their work and achievements 

within the fiscal period 21/22 as well as 

allowing you opportunity to collectively 

review the Sector’s performance against 

the agreed Planning and Outcomes 

Framework outlined in the WaSH Sector 

Plan 2020-2025 with the anticipation to 

discuss progress, challenges and lessons 

learned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Government of Samoa acknowledged 

the continuous support of our 

development partners and hope that this 

annual platform would continue to foster 

new partnerships and strengthen existing 

partnerships in the WaSH Sector towards 

the realization of our national goal of 

“fostering social harmony, safety, and 

freedom for all”.  

Hon. Toeolesulusulu Cedrick Pose Salesa Schuster 

(Minister MNRE) cutting the ribbon for the launching of 

the WASH Sector Plan FY2122-23/24 

Sagauga Leilani Galuvao (ACEO LTD Division, MWTI)                       

Chairing the first session of the review 

Presenters from different subsectors : 

presenting their work being carried out 

for FY21/22 

1. Toaigaoalii Mathew Wendt (LTA) 

2. Mafa Mulitalo-Simanu (WSSCD, 

MNRE) 

3. Fefiloi Kerstein (RED, MNRE) 

4. David Elisara (PUMA, MWTI 

5. Futialo Philip Kerslake (SWA) 

6. Emarosa Romeo (WRD, MNRE) 

7. Clarissa Laulala (IWSA) 

Tuaifaiva Mele Tanielu - (ACEO National Health Surveillance & 

International Health Regulations, MOH) chairing the second session of the 

Review 
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The National Sanitation/ Toilet Day is an 
annual event commemorated in Samoa 
each year on the 19th November in line 
with the World’s Toilet Day, promoting 
the importance of the sector’s efforts 
towards the sustainable management of 
wastewater and sanitation developments 
for a better and healthier Samoa. This 
year, Samoa celebrates the 8th National 
Sanitation Day on the 24th November 
2022 on the global and national theme of, 
“Sanitation and Groundwater”- Making 
the Invisible Visible. The theme 
emphasises on the impacts of poor and 
inadequate sanitation systems on our 
water resources including our 
Groundwater.  
 

Today we are facing a global sanitation 
crisis. There are about 3.6 billion people 
around the world still living with poor 
quality toilets impacting on their health 
and polluting their environment. More 
than 800 children die from diarrhoea 
everyday due to unsafe water, sanitation 
and poor hygiene. Poor and inadequate 
sanitation systems spread human waste 
into rivers and lakes and soil polluting the 
water resources under our feet. This 
problem is invisible as it happens 
underground. It is invisible because it 
happens in the poorest and most 
marginalised communities around the 
world.  
 

Groundwater is by far the most abundant 
source of freshwater globally supporting 
drinking water and sanitation systems, 
food production, industrial processes and 
the healthy functioning of ecosystems. 
However, aquifers are close to the surface 
in many areas making them particularly 
vulnerable to human-made pollution from 
the soil and surface water above. As 
climate change worsens and populations 
grow, groundwater is vital for human 
survival. As such it is critical to note that; 
  

1. Safe sanitation protects groundwater. 
Toilets that are properly sited and 
connected to safely managed sanitation 
systems, collect, treat and dispose of 
human waste, and help prevent human 
waste from spreading into groundwater. 
 

2. Sanitation must withstand climate 
change. Toilets and sanitation systems 
must be built or adapted to cope with 

extreme weather events, so that services 
always function and groundwater is 
protected. 
 

3. Sanitation action is urgent. We are 
seriously off track to ensure safe toilets 
for all by 2030. With only eight years left, 
the world needs to work four times faster 
to meet our promise. 
 

For Samoa, the percentage of the 
population using an improved sanitation 
facility is at 97%. Although we are ahead 
than most countries, however globally, we 
are seriously off track to meet SDG6.2. It 
is through safely managed sanitation 
systems such wastewater treatments 
systems, proper septic tank 
systems built to standards and 
proper soak pits to name a few 
that will help protect 
groundwater from human 
waste pollution. Our 
government and policymakers 
are also called upon to fully 
recognize the connection 
between sanitation and 
groundwater in their plans to 
safeguard this vital water 
resource.  
 

This year’s celebration was 
held on Thursday 24th 
November 2022 at the Samoa 
Convention Centre TATTE 
Building – Sogi at 9.30am. 
The programme included 
posters and skit competitions 
by selected pre-schools on the 
theme of this year’s event. Our 
children are indeed our future 
policy-makers and leaders who 
will be continuing the work 
that we do today. 
 

The MNRE wishes to thank all the 
implementing agencies and development 
partners for their continuous support with 
water, sanitation and hygiene 
management in Samoa. For more 
information on the National Sanitation 
Day, please contact the or the Water and 
Sanitation Sector Coordination Division 
of the MNRE on telephone number: +685
-67200. 

 

COMMEMORATION 

OF THE 

NATIONAL 

SANITATION  

DAY 

IN SAMOA 

24th NOV, 2022  

Official Remarks by the Hon. Minister of Natural Resources and Environment and Press Release 
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Judges for the Pre-School Skit Competition  
The Winning P3D Poster - Moemoefou Pre-School (Falevao) 

Moemoefou Pre-School (Falevao) posing in front of their P3D 

Poster 

Pre-school children and teachers with Rev. Galuvao & Hon. Minister of MNRE 

Winner for the Skit Competition - Solosolo Pre-School 

Hon. Toeolesulusulu Cedrick Pose Salesa Schuster - 

delivering his keynote address 
Rev. Mose Galuvao (EFKS Vailuutai) 
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The Pacific Water and Wastewater 

Association (PWWA) during its five-day 

Annual Conference on the 14th-18th 

November 2022 this year at the Sofitel in 

Nadi, Fiji, held in parallel it’s Annual 

General Meeting to elect a new Board for 

another three-year term.. 
 

The re-appointed Chairman, Mr. Ian 

Gooden, (CEO) of Solomon Island Water 

Authority is pleased to see the mix of 

talented and expertise of new Directors 

and former directors returning to provide 

guidance for the organization and driving 

the strategic direction going forward. 
 

The Pacific Water and Wastewater 

Association is a not-for-profit 

organization established in 994 to support 

the Pacific region utilities in meeting all 

water challenges both at the national and 

regional level.  It is the only Association 

of its kind in the Pacific with ownership 

by 30 Pacific Utilities members or PUMs.  

PUMs Membership is drawn from any 

water and/or wastewater utilities 

operating in the 21 member countries and 

territories identified in the Association’s 

Constitution. 
 

The larger number of other members are 

drawn from “Allied membership” 

compromising companies, contractors, 

service providers, suppliers and 

consultancy companies of water and 

wastewater products and services from 

both the private and public sector, 

ministries of governments, research 

institutions and NGOs that have an 

interest in the Pacific water and 

wastewater sector; and affiliated 

membership compromising donor 

partners and agencies that provide 

funding for PWWA programs as well as 

other international organisations with 

signed MOUs with PWWA. 

PWWA 

ANNOUNCES 

NEW BOARD 

MEMBERS 

 
Mr. Ian Gooden  
Chief Executive Officer 
Solomon Island Water Authority 
CHAIRMAN 

 
Mr. Fuimaono Dominic Schwalger 
Managing Director  
Samoa Water Authority 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 

 Papalii Ruth Ueselani 
ACEO Water & Sanitation Sector 
Ministry of Natural Resources & 
Environment, Samoa 
SECRETARY 
(representing Allied Members) 

 
Mr. Chanan Amit 
Chief Executive Officer 
Water Authority Fiji 
(representing the large Pacific Utility Mem-
bers) 

 
Mr. Erickson Sammy 
Director 
Department of Water Resources 
VANUATU 

 
Mr. Abraham Aremwa 
Chairman & Acting CEO 
Nauru Utilities 
(representing small Pacific Utility Members) 

 
Mr. James Logan 
National Products Manager 
Hygrade Water New Zealand 
(HYNDS) 
(representing Allied Members) 

 
Mr. Marc Mocellin 
General Manager  
Caledonienne des Eaux 
NEW CALEDONIA 
(representing large Pacific Utility Members) 

 
Mr. Parkop Kurua 
Chief Executive Officer 
Water PNG 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
(representing all members) 

 Mr. Paul Cobbin 
General Manager Decentralized 
Solutions 
Hydroflux EPCO 
AUSTRALIA 
(representing all members, Allied & Individu-
als) 

Source: PWWA 

Facebook page 
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During the Pacific Water and Wastewater 

Association Conference and Expo 

together with the 6th Ministerial Forum 

from 14th - 18th November, 2022 at 

Sofitel Resort & Spa, Denarau Island, 

Nadi, Fiji, the Samoa Independent Water 

Schemes Association was awarded the 

“Best Technical Performance” and Best 

Coverage” (against other small Pacific 

water utilities) awards.  The Awards 

recognized the association’s 

benchmarking performance for the years 

2020 through to 2021. 

 

Independent Water Scheme Association 

also took part in the Young Water 

Professionals Program (YWP) building 

on leadership skills, sharing and learning 

from fellow Pacific YWPs and mentoring 

with experts from the region.  This 

program has also allowed the association 

to present the current issues faced by our 

schemes and our achievements to date.   

These awards were made possible and 

achieved through our collaborative with 

our stakeholders such as MNRE, 

MWCSD, MOH, SUNGO & AVP 

 

IWSA received 

2 awards 

during the 

PWWA 

Conference in 

Fiji, 2022 

The 2 Awards received by IWSA 

Source: IWSA  

Facebook page 



 10 

 10 

21st December, 2022 - Laulii Independent 

Water Scheme launched its new water 

intake to capture and supply water to the 

majority of its residents.  The keynote 

address was delivered by Laulii’s Head 

Chief, Afioga Leniu Vainiu Te’o and the 

ribbon was cut  by the MWCSD Minister, 

Hon. Leota Laki Lamositele Sio.  The 

opening was attended by the Laulii 

village chiefs, the Vaimauga 1 District 

Committee, church ministers, the IWSA 

Office and the whole community. 

This was a community-led project made 

possible throught a partnership between 

Laulii IWS, LJ Company and China 

Harbour Engineering Company.  The 

works were conducted by LJ Company 

which consisted of the construction of a 

new water intake and also the laying of a 

new 1km transmission polyethylene 

pipeline.  The project was funded by 

China Harbour Engineering Company and 

was worth SAT$500,000.00 

The Laulii Independent 

Water Scheme community 

also has plans to utilize 

their District Development 

Funds for other water-

related initiatives.  We 

applaud the community for 

ensuring its residents basic 

human needs are met first 

and foremost. 

According to the SBS 2021 

census, Laulii Independent 

Water Scheme’s population 

is 2,217 where 51% are male and 49% are 

female. 

 

IWSA 

LAUNCHED 

LAULII’S NEW 

WATER 

INTAKE Hon.  Leota Laki Sio (Minister of Women, Community 

and Social Development) cutting the ribbon 

Water Source - Laulii Independent 

Scheme 

Village Committee and donors 
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Monthly Technical Steering 

Committee meetings were held 

for the months of October, 

November and December 2022.  

Each Implementing Agency 

presented their progress reports 

in regards to the status of their 

activities carried out on a 

monthly basis. 
 

 

The WASH Sector Coordination 

Division wishes to acknowledge 

each subsector and their 

continuous work and support in 

carrying out these activities for 

the development of our Sector 

and for the betterment of our 

country. 
 

In addition, our Joint Water 

Steering Sector Committee 

meeting for the second quarter 

of the financial year 22/23 was 

also held on the 12th October 

2022. 

 

From the WASH Sector  

Co-Chairperson to you 

all!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Anton Tofa  

Sector Communication Officer 

WSSCD Division 

Ministry of Natural Resources  

& Environment 


