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Talofa lava to all our WASH sector agencies, stakeholders, 

partners and friends! Thank you for being an avid reader 

of the WASH Newsletter! 

On behalf of the Coordination Division for the Water, 

Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Sector, I am pleased to 

present you all with this 36th Issue of our WASH Sector 

Newsletter.  This edition highlights on some of the main 

activities that the sector agencies has been involved in 

during the 3rd quarter of FY20/21 namely for the months 

of  January- March  2021.  

The key events enclosed in this issue are; 

★ IWSA  Water supply coverage increased and  sustained  & workshops  

★ IWSA capacity training and meter installation  

★ New Biogas Launched in Saasaai  

★ World Water and Forestry Day & Forum  

★ Water and Sanitation Sector Performance Review  

As you would note in this issue, the sector continues to make steady progress in its efforts to 

provide sustainable water supply and improved sanitation and hygiene services to the public in 

the midst of COVID19 and its associated challenges.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our readers for your continuous interest and 

trust in the works of the sector. We hope that you will enjoy this issue of our newsletter as you 

have in the past issues.A big “faafetai and faamalo” also to our Implementing Agencies and 

Stakeholders on all your achievements for this period.  Your patience, persistence and 

commitment speak volumes as reflected by your work and contributions to achieving the overall 

outcomes of the sector and national priorities. 

To ensure the continued services of our newsletter to our loyal readers and the public,  our 

team would sincerely welcomes the support of all our Implementing Agencies and stakeholders 

in providing articles, news items, events, advertisements that we can showcase in our upcoming 

newsletter editions.  

 For more information please contact Lealofisa Soe Lia Taufaatua on email 

lealofisa.taufaatua@mnre.gov.ws  or telephone 67200 ext 322. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

 

Frances. Brown. Reupena.  

Co-Chairwoman 
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Frances. Brown. Reupena 

Water and Sanitation Sector Co-Chairwoman 



Water Supply Coverage Increased and Sustained  

Paia IWS, Savaii: The upgrade works commenced in the late November 2020 and is currently 

ongoing to be completed in April 2021. Upgrade works costed around about SAT420,000. 

Contractors responsible are Apia Lua Limited and Kupa Engineering and Water Consult Limited. 

The upgrade consists of the following works;  

 Upgrade existing wire  

 Construct complementary pressure 

wire at a location above existing 

wire  

 Replace and re-route reticulation 

pipes within the villages of Paia and 

Safotu to increase flow and 

pressure. 

 Connect household to new pipelines  

 Install control and sluice valves for 

pipe cleaning and flow regulation  

 Install air valves at strategic locations  

Drinking Water Safety Plans:  

During the months of February and March 2021, two Drinking Water Safety Plans Workshop 

were conducted to discuss risks to Samamea, Uafato and Samamea’s water supply. The site 

visits, workshop and consultations inform the contents of the DWSP of each IWS community so 

they may effectively monitor and mitigate risks to their water supply. The DWSP Delegation 

include the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment.   
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Customer/ Community Satisfaction, Awareness, Education and Knowledge Improved  

IWSA in partnership with the Australian Pacific Training Coalition (APTC) offered a short 

plumbing course for 15 representatives of village water committees under the IWSA. The 

upskilling of village water committee members will ensure the sustainability of their networks . 

The course covered; 

 Unit 1. Carry out Work, Health and Safety (WHS) Requirements  

 Unit 2. Use Plumbing Hand and Power Tools  

 Unit 3. Fabricate and Install Non 

Ferrous Pressure Piping  

 Unit 4. Install and Adjust Water 

Service Controls and Devices  

 Unit 5. Connect and Install Storage 

Tanks to a Domestic  Water Supply  

 

 

 

 

Water Meter Installation Pilot  

In late January 2021, 89  households water meters were installed in Aufaga IWS to 

monitor and control household usage. A bilk meter was also installed further up the 

network to note total water extracted to then compare with the community’s water 

usage whether there are any leaks in the system or illegal connections. IWSA took the 

first reading in February 2021. The next reading will be taken by the end of March. A 

seminar with the whole Aufaga IWS community is schedule for April 2021 so the data 

collected by IWSA can be communicated back to the community for their awareness.   
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Saasaai Biogas Launching  

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) through its IMPRESS Project has 

officially launched the Savaii Biogas System on Tuesday 30th March 2021. the project was 

constructed by the Bio Energy Solution Technology Limited (B.E.S.T) with the total cost of 

$89,000 Tala. This development was funded by Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the 

United National Development Program (UNDP); and in co-financed by Government of Samoa 

(GoS) through the Water & Sanitation Sector; as well as the assistance from other Government 

Ministries within the Energy Sector.  

The biogas System constructed for Saasaai will use waste from piggery, cattle farms and food 

scraps to generate biogas for cooking and lighting purposes. The project was developed as a 

pilot project to promote sustainable energy  developments within communities and 

households. It is anticipated that this project will bring sustainable benefits to communities 

through; 

 Utilizing of waste to generate biogas  

 Improve onsite waste management  

 Cost efficient i.e reducing expenses and 

dependency on liquid petroleum gas (LPG0 

 Create employment opportunities for locals to 

collect t waste to feed the digester  

 Educational and awareness of younger and future 

generations  

 To assist our Samoa I reaching 

its National Goals in reduction 

of greenhouse gas emission 
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Commemoration of the World Water Day & Water and Sanitation Sector’s Forum  

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment through  Water Resources Division, 

Forestry Division and the Water and Sanitation Coordination Division commemorated the 

World Water and Forestry Day on the 22nd of March 2021 at the Taumeasina Island resort. The 

International Day of Forestry (March 21st) and World Water Day (March22nd)  are annual 

events celebrated across the world to highlight the importance of, and advocate for the 

sustainable management of our freshwater and forest resources, especially in light of growing 

natural and human induced pressure.   

The National Theme for this year's commemorations is; “Valuing our Water and Forest 
resources: a path to recovery and well-being”. The theme looks at promoting the social, 
environmental and economic values of forests and water, especially in raising resilience of 
communities and national economies to the impacts of climate change and extreme disasters. 
The national program over the next 12 months, will focus on promoting education on 
sustainable water and forest management through all levels of the community from the 
grassroots to the policy and decision makers, and involving everyone especially the often 
marginalized groups.Some of the key messages that the Ministry wishes to portray through this 
commemoration include; 

 Upland forests covering the mountain ridges of central Upolu 
and Savaii, act as natural water towers which capture, store 
and gradually release freshwater for domestic, agricultural, 
industrial and ecological needs; 

 Forests act as natural water filters and stabilise the soil. They 
act as a screen from heavy rainfall, reducing runoff and 
promoting water infiltration into the soil where it is stored 
within the underground aquifers; 

 Water and forests are at the forefront of reducing the effects 
of climate change. Water is a necessity after natural disasters, 
and vital to the resilience of any community.  

 As such water and forests have a crucial role in building and 
strengthening resilience. 

 Effective community participation and engagement is 
essential to the success of sustainable forest and water 
resources management initiatives. 
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Commemoration of the World Water Day & Water and Sanitation Sector’s Forum  

The Opening Ceremony was conducted on Monday 22nd March 2021 at the Taumeasina Island 
Resort. This will include the launching of Commemorative Materials  

 Water and Sanitation Sector Annual Review Reports 17/18, 18/19;  

 Water Sector Journal Vol. 1-Issue 4;  

 Masamasa-Falelima National Park Management Plan;  

 Water Resources Management Educational Posters; 

 Drinking Water Safety Plans – Independent Water Schemes Association (IWSA). (8) 

This was followed by the 8th Annual Water and Sanitation Sector Forum; a platform where 
views and experiences on best practices and lessons learned from the Sector are shared with 
the public and key stakeholders. This opportunity will see researchers to present on their 
findings as per their chosen topics;  
 

 Assessing the water quality of rainwater harvesting tanks based on 

national and international drinking water quality standards; 

 Legal research into the feasibility of developing the national upland 

watershed conservation into a regulation; 

 Information management system for all rainwater harvesting 

infrastructure in Samoa (Mapping and Quality Assurance); 

 Assessing the quality and safety of our 

water resources through stream 
profiling; 

 Watershed management in Samoa – 

opportunities and challenges; and, 

 Flood Monitoring Report for December 

2020. 

 Two Million Trees Campaign Report  

 Forest Research & Management in 

Samoa  
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Annual Water and Sanitation Sector Performance Review  

On the 23rd of March 2021, the Water and Sanitation Sector conducted its Annual 

Performance Review at Taumeasina Island Resort. It provides an opportunity for the Sector’s 

Implementing Agencies  to report and present on their achievements and challenges against 

identified outcomes and KPIs as specified in the Water for Life Sector Plan for the FY2019/2020 

under review.  

Each Sub-Sector were given the opportunity to present their successes and accomplishments 

throughout the year as well as challenges encountered them and solutions with 

recommendations for improving their services, roles and responsibilities to ensure that our 

community  will have safe water for consumption and improved sanitation for all.   
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