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Samoa, together with the rest of the world, is celebrating World Wetlands Day 2020
with the theme of “Wetlands and Biodiversity”. The 2020 theme is an opportunity to 
highlight wetland biodiversity, its status, why it matters and to promote actions to 
reverse its loss.

Wetlands are vital for humans, for other ecosystems and for our climate, providing 
essential ecosystem services such as water regulation, including �ood control and 
water puri�cation. Wetland biodiversity matters for our health, our food supply, for 
tourism and for jobs. Wetlands also absorb carbon dioxide to help slow global 
heating and reduce pollution, hence have often been referred to as the “Kidneys of 
the Earth”

Though they cover only around 6% of the Earth’s land surface, 40% of the world’s 
plant and animal species live and/or breed in wetlands. Wetlands are fantastically 
valuable multifunctional habitats. There are over 100,000 freshwater species can be 
found in wetlands. Studies con�rmed that these plant and animal species are 
disappearing at an alarming rate, three times faster than forests, due to human 
activities and global heating.
 •  One million animal and plant species are threatened with extinction, with 
 wetland species declining the most.
 •  35% of the world’s wetlands have been lost since 1970’s – causes include 
 pollution from waste, draining or in�lling for agriculture and construction, 
 over�shing, over extraction. 
 •  5% of wetland species are threatened with extinction, including water 
 birds, freshwater-dependent mammals, marine turtles, and coral-reef- 
 building species.
 •  Between 1970 and 2014, populations of �sh, birds, mammals, amphibians, 
 and reptiles declined by 60%.
 •  Since 1970,  81% of inland wetland species and 36% of coastal and marine 
 species have declined.
  
Wetland biodiversity matters for life to thrive;
 •  Swamp vegetation (such as the Vaipu Swamp Forests at Fagaloa), �lters 
 pollutants from water which improves water quality.
 •  Wetlands provide livelihoods for one billion people around the world.
 •  Most commercial �sh depend on coastal wetlands for part of their life cycle. 
 • 30% of land-based carbon is stored in mangrove forests and other related 
 wetland ecosystems. Mangroves, seagrasses and salt marshes (such as Vaiusu 
 Bay and Safata Mangrove Area), store carbon and matter for climate action.
 •  Mangroves and coral reefs protect coastal communities during storm 
 surges, hurricanes and tsunamis, which reduces risks of disasters.
 •  Wetlands provide ecosystem services worth USD 47 trillion annually, more 
 than those from forests, deserts or grasslands.


