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Warm greetings and Talofa to all our Implementing
Agencies, members, stakeholders and partners of
the Water and Sanitation Sector. It is with great
penchant that I present this issue of the Sector’s
Newsletter, emphasizing some of the main junctures
that the sector has been involved in during the
months of April to June, 2019.
The key events enclosed in this issue are;
★ P3D Model for Lepa Watershed
★ IWSA Upgrade Works
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★ PAS Trainings
★ MDG Monitoring Survey
★ JWSSC site visit

Ulu Bismarck Crawley
Water & Sanitation Sector Co-Chairman

★ In-country trainings
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I would also like to identify the hard work of our implementing agencies and our
stakeholders for your incessant support in all the ongoing and new developments
executed in this period. Malo le faatoatoa ma le onosai. Your assistance and support
have conceded us this far. Grate progress has been made by all implementing Agencies
in achieving their targeted goals for this financial year but it was without a doubt,
problematic, but was done with grate fortitude and hard work. I have faith that our
Sector will continue to strive forward with refreshed and high spirits to trail planned
works and overcome new challenges that may bring by the new FY 2019-2020.
In moving forward, our newsletter team would sincerely welcome the support of all our
Implementing Agencies and stakeholders in providing articles, news items, events,
advertisements that we can broadcast in our upcoming newsletter editions.
For more information please contact Lealofisaalemalietoa Soe Taufaatua on email
lealofisa.taufaatua@mnre.gov.ws or telephone 67200 ext 322.
Thank you and God Bless

PRTICIPATORY 3-DIMENSIONAL MODELING WORKSHOP FOR LEPA WATERSHED
The Water Resources Division conducted a 3-Dimensional Modelling workshop for
communities within the Lepa Watershed from the 30th - 31st of May 2019. The workshop was
a participatory process for the community and resulted in the construction of the Model
(P3DM) which mapped out geophysical features of the watershed, its natural resources, land
use and land use planning scenarios. Keynote was addressed by WRD ACEO—Afioga, Asuao
Malaki Iakopo, emphasizing the protection of watershed areas especially upper regions
whereas these areas provide diverse ecosystem for Lepa watershed.
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Participants contributed in making the wooden and paper model, to scale off their village and
community features. They were also able to identify developments such as livestock,
plantations, and infrastructure and forest degradation areas on the top ridge of the Lepa
watershed. The P3D model tool offers a good opportunity to raise awareness and capacity
skills in preserving our natural resources especially in water resource management .

The workshop was held at the Lepa EFKS Hall and was a open
forum, with participants asking questions and providing
feedback during the model construction, discussion and
session facilitated by the WRD. The main presentation
delivered were all based on the Model’s features and its
properties.

The village of Nu’usuatia in the district of Safata received minor upgrades for its scheme
and this commenced on the 4th of June. Nuusuatia and Vaiee are neighbouring villages
and are under one of the schemes that is registered under the Independent Water
Schemes Association. The purpose of these upgrades was to replace old pipes with new
pipes. The trenching works were carried out by Transworks Ltd and anticipated to be
completed within two weeks.
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Figure 1: Nuusuatia IWS Trenching Works

Figure 2: Nuusuatia IWS Pressure
Testing Successful

Figure 3: Contractors Kew Consult Ltd & Transwork Ltd on

Drinking Water Quality Improved
 On-going bi-annual monitoring of the IWSs’ water quality. We have so far covered 16 of
the 29 schemes.
Schools UV Filter Project
 We have received 35 UV Water Treatment System for our IWS schools and will commence
installation next financial year.
Drinking Water Safety Plans (DWSP’s)
 DWSP workshops for Eva, Lele’a and Luatuanu’u IWS have been completed.

IWSA—
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Clockwise from top left: Eva IWS Intake Inspection Team, Eva IWS Tank Inspection, some of Lele’a
and Luatuanu’u IWS DWSP participants and Lele’a Village Mayor next to their Spring box Intake.

Plumbers Association of Samoa
PO Box 1785, Apia Samoa. Ph: +685 27167

Email:info2pas@gmail.com

PAS conducted a recap training for their local plumbers from 5pm—pm. The training
focussed on: Understanding on Construction Drawings and Specifications and was
led by Leiataua Tinai Gordon. Also attended to meetings as invited by SQA and MNRE.
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Participants during the taining

The Water and Sanitation Coordination Division had been tasked to undertake the monitoring
of the rainwater harvesting tanks and waterless latrines that were distributed under the
Millennium Development Goals program in 2015-2016, which targeted highly vulnerable
households around the country, in terms of very poor and limited access to water as well as
basic sanitation.
The Coordination Unit conducted its monitoring survey intermittently from April—May 2019.
The main objectives of this Survey was:

√

To monitor the status of usage of the Rain Water Harvesting Tanks and VIP
Latrines that were distributed as part of the Phase Three of the MDG
Initiative Program 2015
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Rainwater Harvesting Tank

I

Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrine

It was discovered during that the majority of Rainwater Harvesting Tanks and VIP latrines were
still in good working condition and well maintained by the households that received them.

The Joint Water and Sanitation Sector Steering Committee conducted a visit to sight some of
the key developments of the sector across the country. The main aim was to witness the
outcome of the hard work by the implementing agencies of the Sector, and also to draw their
attention to some of the associated key issues thereon. This visit was held on the 11th of June
for Upolu and 12th—14th of June for Savaii. Areas that were visited are as follows:

1

Tafaigata Sludge Facility (DEC)

1

Aopo Garden Toilet (STA)

2

Satapuala Borehole (SWA)

2

Sataua borehole (SWA)

3

Nuusuatia/Vaiee (IWSA)

3

Fagafau Garden Toilet (STA)

4

Magiagi pipes (SWA)

4

Gataivai borehole and tank (SWA)

5

Palauli hydroelectricity (EPC)

6

Saleaula Garden Toilet (STA)

7

Vaipouli monitoring borehole (WRD).

Participants for the site visits included representatives from SROS, EPC, STA, SWA, JICA, MOH

JWSSC site

and MNRE.
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Upolu & Savaii

Tafaigata Sludge Lagoon,
(DEC)

Garden Toilet at Aopo, Savaii (STA)

New pipes to service Magiagi,
SWA

The Public Service Commission conducted a 5 day training for the Water and Sanitation Sector
from 1st—5th April. The training was on “Policy and Plan Development”. This training was
identified as one of the priority training needs under the Sector’s Capacity Building Strategy
and Action Plan (CBSAP) 2018-2021. The objectives were:
 Define and describe the importance of formulating policies
 Describe the processes used in developing a policy.
 Plan and formulate a policy for a specific need/issue
 Differentiate between Development Plan and Strategic Plan
 Apply planning techniques to design & develop a development plan
The training was officiated by Afioga Ulu Bismarck Crawley, CEO of MNRE where he welcomed
participants from the Sector’s IAs (WRD, DEC, IWSA, MWCSD, MOH, PUMA, MWTI, SWA) and
also divisions within the Ministry (Legal, CSD, Environment Sector). The trainees were Angela
Palu—Phineas and Faafetai Vaevaina from the Human Resource Development Division of the
Public Service Division.
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Basic Computing Skills
The Public Service Commission in collaboration with the National University of Samoa hosted a
five day training from the 10th—14th June 2019. This was held at the Samoa Shipping Services
Conference Room. The purpose of this training was to facilitate and refresh participants about
Basic Computing Skills to make work more easier and faster. The training was conducted by
Fo’ilagi Faamausili and Misioka Tanielu from NUS. Participants from the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment were:

√
√
√
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Ferila Pese
Sanita Leaupepe
Lealofisaalemalietoa Soe Taufaatua

Policy Makers and Strategic Planners from around the Pacific Islands which included Tonga,
Fiji, Samoa and Marshall Islands, came together for a Regional Scenario Workshop on Human
Mobility and Climate Change in the Pacific funded by the GIZ’s Global Climate Change for
“Sustainable Management of Human Mobility in the Context of Climate Change” (GP HMCCC)
together with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) held in Much/ Bonn; Germany on 1821 June 2019.The Human Mobility and Climate Change workshop anticipated to explore the
security dimensions of the migration, displacement and relocation of individuals/ communities
in the Pacific due to the effects of climate change under the aegis of the expanded concept of
security in the Boe Declaration. In support of the institutionalisation of the Boe Declaration,
the GIZ and PIFs identified the need to develop comprehensive and long-term strategies to
better manage climate mobility as one of the major obstacle through a strategic foresight
workshop. As such, the workshop focussed mainly on strengthening strategic foresight and
building capacities of key resources persons within organisations as well as facilitating
knowledge sharing, transfer of results and methodological approaches to other regional
stakeholders. Furthermore, the workshop aimed at stimulating dialogues within the different
partners and Member States as well as facilitating strategy development to better manage
Human Mobility and Climate Change in the Pacific.
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During the workshop, participants familiarised themselves with the methods of Scenario
Development in the context of Human Mobility in the Context of Climate Change which
included the following key processes;
 Identifying Key Uncertainties that may influence Human Mobility due to Climate Change
which included issues relevant to the Pacific such as Economic Stability, Land Tenureship, Food
and Water Security, Deforestation just to name a few
 Develop Projections in light of the identified Key Uncertainties
 Develop several scenarios with different influencing climate and mobility factors in light of
the Projections.
 Elaborate strategic responses to those Scenarios
 Through Strategic Foresight, identifying opportunities and threats that may arise over the
coming years and decades as well as possible strategies to deal with key uncertainties.
A Thematic City Tour around Bonn was also conducted for all participants to explore the new
Bonn and its key sites; from a former capital of Germany to the International Centre.
Representatives from the Ministry were; Mr Moafanua Tolusina Pouli (ACEO- Forestry) and Ms
Ruth Ueselani (ACEO- Water and Sanitation Sector Coordination Division). The representatives
noted that the workshop will create an important opportunity for PIFs and Member States to
empower decision- makers to consciously expand the boundaries of their own perception
regarding future challenges as a result of Climate Change through the capturing of knowledge,
sharing of information and practising anticipatory thinking.

