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Since 2010, a number of Pacific 
island countries have put into 
place bans on single-use plastics, 
with Samoa commencing its ban 
on single-use plastic bags and 
straws starting in January 2019.   

 
The Samoa 2019 Pacific Games 
provides an excellent international 
platform from which to address 
waste management and 
sustainability issues within the 
Pacific island region



2011 2017+20%

In 2010 over 200,000 tonnes of plastic 
waste was generated in the greater Pacific 
region growing by over 20% from 2011 to 
2017.  Approximately 80% of marine debris 
originates from land based activities with the 
most prevalent types of marine debris being 
plastic materials.

Plastics have been found in the guts of 
fish that we eat. Plastic is everywhere. 
It is estimated that by 2050 there will 
be more plastic in the ocean than fish. 
The national fish consumption in the 
Pacific islands is three to four times the 
global average , meaning everything we 
do to reduce plastic waste is helping 
our environment, and our families.



ELIMINATING SINGLE-USE PLASTICS  
AND POLYSTYRENE

WHAT IS THE GREENING OF THE GAMES?Over a two week period, Samoa will be home to 
over 4,000 athletes and officials. This means an 
increase in waste, including single-use plastics 
and polystyrene, which will result in added stress 
upon the waste management infrastructure 
and services in Samoa.  To help alleviate this, 
Samoa is Greening the Games.

Samoa is committed to a resilient 
environment and is walking the talk, 
through the Greening of the Games. 
Samoa is also helping to address 
some of the environmental challenges 
we are facing.  As stewards of the 
largest ocean, upon arriving into 
Samoa for the Games, Pacific nations 
will be empowered to make good 
environmental decisions for our people.

It is a series of waste management and awareness 
activities under the banner, “Beautiful Samoa, keep it 

clean and plastic free.”   

The Greening of the Games aims to reduce the 
consumption of single-use plastic bottles, 

flatware and polystyrene packaging at 
sports venues, accommodation houses 
and restaurants.

It is envisaged that increased awareness 
and encouragement of positive 

environmental behavior at the Samoa 2019 
Pacific Games will catalyse commitment to 

the four R’s:  Reduce, Reuse, Refuse and 
Recycle when visitors depart Samoa and return 

home to their island nation.



HOW WILL WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

AT THE SAMOA 2019 PACIFIC GAMES?

Sporting venue canteens 
will be single-use 
plastic-free  

• Food and beverage will be sold using 
alternative compostable cups, plates 
and tableware.

• Free fresh water stations will be 
located near the canteens and at 
every sporting venue.

• Athletes will have access to fresh 
water stations at the Athlete’s village 
and all sporting venues.

Amplifying the 
Beautiful Samoa, keep 
it clean and plastic free 
message through: 

• Radio, television, newspaper, bill-
boards and social media campaigns 

• Coordinated green messaging pro-
moted by government, tourism and 
environmentally focused agencies

• The distribution of reusable bags 
and water bottles to all participating 
athletes and support staff.

Samoa community-
wide and Apia clean-up 
events in May and June

Three clean-ups focussing on Apia’s 
four rivers, the waterfront and seawall, 
the road from the airport and several 
of the major sporting venues. 



Responsible waste collection

• Bins for waste will be labelled and available at all sporting 
venues for sorting rubbish into Recyclables and General 
Rubbish.

• Volunteers will be on hand to assist spectators in collecting, 
sorting and deposing of  rubbish.

• Food waste bins will be installed at cafeterias and canteens 
for distribution to local farmers for livestock.

• Waste will be managed in a responsible way in order to 
divert biodegradable and recyclables from the landfill:

 » Recyclables will be collected from sports venues 
and dining halls to be transported off shore.

 » Only non-organic and/or non-recyclable rubbish will 
go to the landfill.

HOW WILL WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

AT THE SAMOA 2019 PACIFIC GAMES?

Carbon footprint off-sets

• “50 Days Out - A Tree Planting Initiative”.  In the 50 days 
leading up to the Games,  all teams are encouraged to 
organise tree-planting initiatives in their home countries 
to off-set their carbon emissions.  If you cannot make 
this happen before arriving, we can assist with planting 
activities in Samoa!

• You will also have the opportunity to be a part of Samoa’s 
Two Million Tree Planting Campaign 2015 - 2020.  You 
or your team are welcome to plant trees at several of 
Samoa’s National Parks and Reserves, including those 
close by the sporting venues.  If you would like to make 
arrangements for this before you depart for Samoa please 
email:  Moafanua Tolusina Pouli the ACEO of the Forestry 
Division at tolusina.pouli@mnre.gov.ws and Susau Siolo 
the Principal Policy and Planning Officer of the Forestry 
Division at susau.siolo@mnre.gov.ws.



WE ALL HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY.  
WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP?

Please prepare your team 
so they know and under-

stand our green principles.

Encourage your team 
to use a reusable water 

bottle and shopping bag.  

Encourage your team 
supporters to bring 

reusable water bottles, 
bags, food containers and 
utensils with them when 
they come to cheer on 

your team.

Ask you team to be mindful 
when disposing their waste 
at canteens and dining halls, 

making sure they use the 
right bin for recyclables  

and organic waste. 

Consider  organising a team 
tree planting before arriving 

or while in Samoa  to  
off-set your teams’ carbon 

footprint. 
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How do we plan to continue after the Samoa  
2019 Pacific Games?

The Pacific Games and the Pacific 
Mini Games are held every four years 
coordinated in partnership with the 
host country and the Oceania National 
Olympic Committee. The Greening of 
the Games aligns with the International 
Olympic Committee belief that the 
Olympic Movement has both a duty 
and an opportunity to contribute 
actively to global sustainability. 

It is proposed this inaugural Greening 
of the Games will be replicated for 
future Games in partnership with the 
host country. This initial activity is the 

catalyst for a more environmentally 
friendly Pacific Games to be held 
in future.

The “Beautiful Samoa, keep it 
clean and plastic free” campaign is 
developed to ensure sustainability 
of actions after the Samoa 2019 
Pacific Games concludes. The actions 
underway and the campaign itself, 
while starting with the Games, are 
developed so they can be embedded 
and continue after the two week 
Games period.

“Sport is also an important enabler of sustainable 
development.  We recognize the growing contribution 
of sport to the realization of development and peace 
in its promotion of tolerance and respect and the 
contributions it makes to the empowerment of women 
and of young people, individuals and communities 
as well as to health, education and social inclusion 
objectives.” 

- UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, paragraph 37.

 Mulinu’u, Apia, Samoa.  Photo by Stuart Chape



Who are our partners in Greening the Samoa 
2019 Pacific Games?
Government of Samoa through the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment; Pacific Games Office; Ministry of Education, Sports and 
Culture; Samoa Tourism Authority; Ministry of Women Community and Social 
Development. Further partners include Japanese Technical Cooperation 
Project for Promotion of Regional Initiative on Solid Waste Management 
in Pacific Island Countries Phase II (J PRISMII); UN Environment; Samoa 
Recycling and Waste Management Association; and the Secretariat of the 
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP).

The activities undertaken at the Samoa 2019 Pacific Games can be adapted 
to suit different circumstances.  If you are interested in undertaking a Green 
Games, be it national or sub-regional please dont hesitate to contact SPREP 
at sprep@sprep.org.




