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Editorial  

Saving Our Heritage 

Samoa is a very beautiful place yet we destroy our beautiful island through various 

unsustainable activities. Some aren't aware of what is happening, many might 

know but do not know want to take initiative. The Ministry had consulted with 

many communities in regards to environmental issues that had created concerns 

for the islands. In every consultation programme, the Ministry always advised the 

communities on the Don'ts and Do’s. We work with our partners in the 

Government and Private Sector, to collaborate in ensuring that our efforts are 

integrated for the sustainable development of a beautiful Samoa.  

Awareness programs and local workshops are always conducted in the 

communities, Environmental education is put into School system curriculum, 

however, it’ll take a while for individuals to fully commit in acting justly to an 

environmental concern.  

It is everyone’s responsibility to save Samoa’s heritage. Whether it is to dispose 

rubbish, to sustainably develop our lands or to advise neighbours when an unjust 

act is done, we all live on a homeland we call Samoa. Our island has limited 

landmass and Exclusive Economic Zones; meaning we have limited resources. 

Therefore, it is our duty as citizens and residents of Samoa is to conserve our 

environment hence our home. 

The Ministry’s efforts to promote sustainable development in Samoa is not the 

Governments campaign but it is a global effort to counter act against Climate 

Change through mitigation and adaptation actions that’ll sustain Samoa through 

extreme Climatic effects that we are currently experiencing. It is our hope to 

continue cooperating with our partners in pushing Samoa in evolving sustainably.  

 



5th Feb Latest Update 

9th Feb Latest Update 

 EWACC partners with MWCSD 
 “Improving Climate Resilience of Local Community Livelihoods” 

“It is definitely a day to remember,” exclaimed one of the beneficiaries with 

tears in her eyes. The recipient is one of the 35 beneficiaries (27 from Upolu 

and 8 from Savaii) which received for the very first time assistance through a 

special grant to set up their small businesses. The beneficiaries were 

identified through a Tracer Survey which was conducted by the YEP 

programme and it identified vulnerable families with minimal or no income 

generating activities.  

In partnership with the Economy Wide Adaptation to Climate Change 

(EWACC) Project, the identified beneficiaries who agreed to be part of the 

programme underwent a series of trainings conducted by the Small 

Business Enterprise Centre (SBEC). After the successful completion of the 

trainings and the development of the business plans for the identified 

enterprises mainly in the areas of vegetable farming, handicrafts and mini 

bakeries, the resources required were purchased and hence ready for 

distribution. The underlying principle was the creation of an enabling 

environment and opportunities for the vulnerable families to carry out 

income generating activities. Through enhancing their capacity the 

recipients will be more equipped to sustain their activities and hence 

improving their resilience, in addition being able to contribute more not only 

to their families but the community as a whole.  

The handling over ceremony was held at the Tooa Salamasina hall, on the 

5th February 2018. The Honourable Faimalotoa Kika Stowers Ah Kau 

(Minister of the MWCSD) delivered the keynote address. She encouraged 

the recipients to utilize the opportunity and resources received wisely, to 

start their small business to improve income generation within their 

households. The Minister also acknowledged the funding made available by 

the Global Environment Facility (GEF) through the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and EWACC project, the partnership and 

support by the MNRE and SBEC which saw the event come into fruition. 

The initiative is in line with the Sector wide approach encouraged by the 

government and the working together of various projects which 

complements one another, which reduces the wastage of resources and/or 

duplication of activities. The projects involved will monitor the progress of 

the beneficiaries very closely and provide assistance where necessary as 

well as monitoring the impacts and levels of outcome. 

 Wetlands Day 2018 

  World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year on February to raise global 
awareness about the value of wetlands for humanity and the planet; with this 
years theme, “Wetlands for a sustainable urban future.” Urban wetlands 
make cities liveable in many important ways. They reduce flooding, 
replenish drinking water, filter wastes, provide urban green spaces, and are 
a source of livelihoods. These wetland benefits grow ever more crucial as 
the number of people living around Apia and coastal areas is increasing 
every year; as people are moving into urban areas searching for better jobs, 
better educations, better health services and more. Unfortunately, most 
people are unaware of the value and importance of wasteland; places to 
dump rubbish, fill in or convert to other uses, "says the Minister of Natural 

Resources and Environment, Honourable Fiame Naomi Mataafa.  

  The official opening ceremony was conducted at the Samoa Convention 
Centre, followed by the launching of the three (3) Management Plans for 
three (3) Protected Areas in Samoa and the presentation on the importance 

of urban wetlands in Samoa.  

The management plans include; 

1. Management Plan for Upland Areas of Lake Lanotoo National Park 
2. Management Plan for Upland Areas of Mauga o Salafai National 

Park 
3. Management Plan for Upland Areas of Laulii to Falevao Community 

Conservation Area 

  The local community residing near Apia area were the primary target 
audience for this years event. They are the decision makers of the future 
and are showing a growing interest in environmental issues and finding 
solutions. This years event was made possible by the support and 
collaboration of the Government of Samoa and its partners; Ramsar  
Convention on Wetlands, Danone Fund for Water, UN Habitat, ICLEI, WWF, 
WWT, Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP). 

2 



12th Feb Latest Update 

(Photo Credit: Paulo Amerika) 

“E A ULU TAFEGA AE SELEFUTIA AI VAISIGANO” A traditional 
saying which is often quoted by Samoan orators, depicting the 
ability to have a vision which guides good governance and 
leadership so as to ensure our actions are for a sustainable future. 
The current changing Climate and its impacts to the Vaisigano 
River, its inhabitants and infrastructure reveals the origins of this 
Samoan proverb; owing to unsustainable developments on upland 
area resulting in damages and impacts to lowland area towards the 
reef.  
Tropical Cyclone Evan struck Samoa in 2012, resulted in at least 
five deaths, displacement of 7,500 people and damage to over 
2,000 houses. Losses to livelihoods, the concurrent costs to all 
sectors with major impacts felt within the Vaisigano area due to 
flash floods resulted USD200 million in damage. The experience 
from TC Evan resulted in the formulation of an economy wide 
adaptation approach for Samoa. This allowed for increased 
integration of climate change adaptation and disaster risk 
management into national development planning and programming 
across all sectors. In addition, it shall increase the resilience of local 
communities – including their physical assets and livelihoods – and 
reducing their vulnerabilities. 
 The GEF/EWACC Economy Wide Adaptation for Climate Change 
Project is a Government Project under the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment. The project was developed to 

implement and provide support through: i) strengthening 
institutional capacity within the government; ii) enhancing inter-
ministerial coordination of climate change adaptation; iii) promoting 
the inclusion of climate change concerns into development 
strategies across all sectors; iv) climate-proofing of communities’ 
physical assets; v) introducing more climate-resilient 
livelihoods options; and vi) sharing lessons learned and best 
practices on climate change adaptation across the Pacific region. 
The construction of the Vaisigano River revetment wall is one of the 
hard measures for protection of community assets, as indicated in 
the Project OUTCOME 2.1. Protection of communities’ physical 
assets and livelihoods.  The wall has been in construction and into 
its seventh month since the initial earthworks has been undertaken; 
the wall runs from the Vaisigano Bridge upstream to where the 
Leone Bridge is located. About 60% of the major works have been 
completed for this segments with compliments to the team effort not 
only the relevant stakeholders of the project but the contractors 
involved with this development. This is referred to as Segment 1 
with the remaining Segments upstream of Leone to Lelata which is 
to be constructed later on under the Green Climate Fund (GCF) 
project. It was evident during the latest impact of Cyclone Gita the 
purpose and usefulness of having this infrastructure in place when 
the flash floods occurred once again which also tested the strength 
of the yet to be completed wall.    

 The Vaisigano river revetment wall  
“E a ulu tafega ae selefutia ai Vaisigano” 

  Aerial View of Vaisigano River 
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15th Feb Latest Update  Landslides by Gita  
“Understanding the geology of Samoa” 

Shortly after Cyclone Gita hit Samoa, other hazard catastrophes occurred 

at on the east side of Upolu. Landslides occurred at Luatuanuu and 

Solosolo side (Anoama’a), including the biggest ever recorded landslide at 

Tuialamu, Aleipata.  

The Land Transport Authority (LTA) stepped in to clear out the debris at 

Anoamaa side; however, the Ministry had advised LTA to stop all 

operations for road clearing at Tuialamu landslide; the Tuialamu landslide 

is still active and it is still a risk for anyone to be around 500 metres radius 

from the active landslide or even around the ridges of Aleipata.  

The Ministry’s CEO—Ulu Bismarck Crawley emphasized, “its very crucial 

to undertake a geological assessment of the hazardous site” This 

assessment can only be done by an expert who is qualified geotechnical 

engineer. All operations to remove or excavating boulders and quarry 

activities  are ceased and temporarily at halt while the Ministry is at the 

process of conducting its assessments.  

The landslides were triggered by heavy downpours brought by Cyclone 

Gita, and the Ministry advises the public that these ridges are still  

unstable; therefore it is best to take temporary detour routes at Aleipata.   

27th Feb Latest Update  Evaluating Storm Surges  
“Evaluate storm surge/storm wave hazards in Small Island Developing States” 

The Remote Sensing Technology Center of Japan (RESTEC) and Ministry 
of Environment, Japan (MOEJ), led a regional  workshop in Samoa that 
aims to 1) initialize the Project in Samoa, 2)facilitate scientific discussions 
about the potential 3D hazard map system which can be used to evaluate 
the long term risk of storm surge/storm waves in the context of Climate 
Change, 3) to discuss the scheme for the regional collaboration applying 
the developing methodology, 4) to discuss future cooperation in areas of 
Climate Change impact assessment and climate change adaptation 

planning and policy.  

The MOEJ and RESTEC developed a methodology for the evaluation of 
Climate Change impacts on storm surge/storm waves. This methodology 
uses a prototype model based on historic cyclone data to precisely 
estimate the statistical hazards on coastal areas. It also uses advanced 
technology through the uses of Satellite based remote sensing technology 
to assess the water depth around the coastal area by Satellite Derived 
Bathymetry technique (SDB), 3D based hazard map made by satellite 
based Digital Elevation Model (DEM) and high resolution optical satellite 

imagery.  

The team from Japan focused their research on Faleolo Airport and 
presented the results that Faleolo airport is highly vulnerable to extreme 
storm surges and waves. However, the officers from Meteorology office 
showed great interest in using this method to develop their existing early 
warning systems as they believe there are many areas in Samoa that are 
more vulnerable to extreme weather events and these areas are 

prioritized mainly by the Meteorology Office.  

The MOEJ and RESTEC claimed “it is important for Small Island 
Developing State countries to develop a methodology that’s design to 
carry out a sustainable hazard assessment; it’ll save Samoa lots of money 

when we’re well prepared” 

Participants from Samoa include SPREP, UNDP, MNRE, LTA, MWTI and 
related governmental organizations took part in the worskgop. Regional 
partners from SPC, USP, JICA were also able to join the one day 

workshop.  
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2nd Mar Latest Update  Waterfront Clean Up  

1st Mar Latest Update 

Samoa hosted the very first Pacific Ministerial Symposium in the Pacific 

region. The event covered two days which mainly created a platform to 

build on the conservation of Shark species in the Pacific region. 

“We have led the world to see that the future of our countries depends on  

proper management of marine ecosystems, creating and capitalising on 

the momentum these realisations have created to ensure shark 

populations are finally getting te proper management they so need” said 

Honourable Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Natural Resources and 

Environment, Fiame Naomi Mataafa.  

The workshop aims to equip participants with a stronger understanding of 

the importance of sharks as well as the conservation measures that 

regulate the commercial fishing and trade of all shark species in Samoa.  

Sharks are highly endangered due to exclusive results of commercial 

fishing in the Asian-Pacific Region. Predators have hunted for sharks 

mainly for their fins; this has caused an increase of unsustainable fishing 

in the region.  

Samoa is Declared a Shark Sanctuary  

On the very same week, the Ministry in collaborations with SPREP took  

the opportunity to host an event to officially announce the declaration of 

Samoa  as a Shark Sanctuary. The announcement was made by 

Honourable Prime Minister, Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi. This sanctuary 

covers thousands of square kilometres of our Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ). Declaring Samoa a shark sanctuary had also allowed the 

Government to ban commercial fishing, sale and trade of all sharks within 

our waters. The purpose of this sanctuary is to establish a safe zone for 

sharks to help revive its drastic declining population, as well as 

replenishing the degrading marine ecosystems around the islands of 

Samoa. This commitment will also allow Samoa to fulfil its pledge during 

the United Nations Ocean Conference in 2017. It will also promote the 

conservation of Shark species to all communities. Samoa has now joined 

a few other Pacific Island countries who have established Shark 

sanctuaries such as Palau and Tokelau.  

  Samoa hosts Ministerial Shark Symposium  
“Samoa in declared Shark Sanctuary” 

The Ministry had carried out a Clean up activity at Beach Road Water Front. The clean up was organized to remove all debris from 

the Waterfront sea wall which were swept in by Cyclone Gita. All wastes were properly disposed to appropriate disposal sites in 

Tafaigata.  
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6th Mar Latest Update  Testing Water Quality in Apia Waterfront 
“PUMA partners with SROS” 

9th Mar Latest Update 

The Apia Waterfront Development Project (the Project) which is funded by 
the Government of New Zealand and jointly implemented by the Planning 
and Urban Management Agency (PUMA) and Samoa Tourism Authority 
(STA) is continuing its Microbial water quality monitoring programme.  The 
programme started in November last year and will continue for 12 months 
so the results observed are represented over all seasons.   
The monitoring programme involves the testing and analysis of the quality 
of water within and around the Apia Waterfront area to determine the level 
of faecal contamination.  The Project currently has an Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Scientific Research Organization of Samoa 
(SROS)  who has an accredited laboratory with the International 
Accreditation New Zealand to test the samples collected by monitoring 
team in its weekly (dry season) and fortnightly (dry season) water sampling 
collections. 

The waterfront study area stretches from the Mulinuu Peninsula to the west 
of Vaiala village.  The monitoring team collects water samples from 16 
sites along the waterfront study area.  The 16 sites selected are either 
currently used for contact recreation or have been identified by the Project 
as potential sites where recreational activities/facilities would be 
encourage.   The samples are tested for Escherichla coli (E.coli), which is 
the preferred faecal indicator bacteria in freshwaters and Enterococi the 
preferred faecal indicator bacteria in coastal waters.  The information 
obtained from the water quality monitoring programme will enable the 
Project to make informed decision about certain activities such as building 
jetties, form beaches to name a few, that could be implemented under the 
Project.  PUMA acknowledges the continue support from Water Resource 
Division and also SROS in implementing this water quality monitoring 
programme for the waterfront.     

 Launching of NAMA document 
 “Promoting clean energy to all of Samoa”  

Samoa has witnessed the catastrophic impacts of Cyclone Evan and Gita. 

According to scientific research, these Catastrophes have occurred 

frequently due to the changing of global climate. A major contributing factor 

to this phenomena is the increase in human activities. Our human activities 

had resulted in the increase of Green House Gases emissions; it had also 

resulted to global warming, as experienced by our neighbouring countries 

as they battle coastal erosion from sea level rise. In order to slow down the 

effects of Climate Change; international countries have established a Paris 

agreement which includes the counteractions against Climate Change. 

Samoa has participated in this agreement and had developed a Plan 

called, “Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions Plan” (NAMA).  

The NAMA document contains Samoa’s strategic commitment through our 

contribution in reducing GHG emissions via the Transport Sector; by 

showcasing full support on the introduction of new technology that will 

sustainably develop our transport sector. Our Government has took 

initiative by bringing in electric scooters which are currently in use by Land 

Transport Authorities (LTA) Patrol Officers; with the purpose of urging all 

business partners, stakeholders and the public to consider the use of these 

electric vehicles, as they are environmental friendly through its reliance on 

renewable energy sources and more cost efficient.  

The Document was officially launched on Friday 9th March 2018, where 

the Prime Minister, Honourable Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi emphasized 

the importance of Mitigation actions to counteract Climate Change. “It is 

everyone’s responsibility, even mine!” he said.  

The Governments motive is to initiate and provide support in sustainably 

develop Samoa through friendly transporting environment which relies on 

clean energy sources; to improve a healthy and safe environment for all of 

Samoa.  
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18th Mar Latest Update  Disaster Waste Management Workshop 

  During the past years, Samoa has experienced major catastrophic 

disasters of Tsunami and Cyclones. During these stages, the Environment 

Agencies and its partners struggled to recover with cleaning up tons of 

different wastes piled up as the aftermath of the disasters. The Recovery 

processes and operations are timely, costly and often delayed due to major 

issues that arise during the operations. The “Disaster Waste Management 

Workshop” as facilitated by JPRISM/SPREP was initiated to formulate a 

“Disaster Waste Management Guideline” that’ll assist the agencies in the 

management of disaster generated wastes for the future.  

  Samoa has spent a lot of money in recovering from the past natural 

disasters. In one truck load full of excavated wastes from Aleipata to 

Tafaigata will cost around WST 800. Imagine tons of loads needed to be 

cleared to Tafaigata Landfill? It’ll cost the government millions! For the 

proposed guideline, we are to focus on reducing the cost, reducing the 

environmental stress in Tafaigata, safety of public in the long run, safety 

during operations, and avoiding duplicate roles to be done by agencies.  

  Therefore, the roles of each agency were identified to ensure the 

understanding of each agency in what to do in the 5 different stages as 

identified above.  Talks were also in place to segregate wastes on site 

before transporting to save costs. Therefore it was proposed to introduce 

the 3R’s into operations when in recovery operations; to segregate wastes 

for recycling companies to collect because they’ll collect it for free. A huge 

amount of costs will be spared if this is practiced during recovery stages. 

Also to develop temporary dump sites to accommodate for segregated 

wastes for organized waste management.  

  Once the guide is developed, it will be easier for agencies to identify their 

roles when it comes to management of wastes and debris from natural 

disasters. To save time and effort as well as costs for each agency and 

their contractors hired for the operations; and to ensure a safe environment 

for Samoa. 
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23rd Mar Latest Update  World Meteorology Day 
 

“Weather-ready, climate-smart” – this is the theme chosen for World 

Meteorological Day 2018. Climate Change has drastically impacted the 

circulation of the weather and climate systems; with tropical cyclones heavy 

rainfall, floods, high winds, waves – storm surges, and droughts both natural 

and man-made had severely impacted the livelihoods of global communities.  

Samoa is no exception to these impacts with 2017 that its climate data 

reveals and aligns with the world as one of the three warmest years on 

record, and was the warmest year without an El Niño. Long-term climate 

change as a result of greenhouse gas emissions commit our planet to a 

warmer future, with more extreme weather and water shocks.  

In improving the awareness level of communities; the Ministry is in 

partnership with the World Meteorology Organization (WMO) and the 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) to 

support the commemoration of the Meteorology day. The commemoration 

opened up an opportunity for colleges students and teachers  to visit the 

office for mutual benefit exchanges.  

“Building the capacity in the work place is critical and important for a small 

and remote country like us, and state-of-the-art development in 

communications and technology brings the world much closer to Samoa’s 

meteorological, geo-science and ozone communities,” said Mr Ulu Bismarck 

Crawley, CEO. 

The ‘Open Day’ provided an opportunity for ‘transfer’ of knowledge 

experience from the staff of the division to students in turn will have great 

inputs to their quest in their future careers. The program include: 

presentations on weather, climate, ozone sections and geo-science such as 

earthquake and tsunamis, earth drilling, geomagnetism, astronomy, and 

oceanography followed by a study tour and discussions between staff and 

students. 



27th Mar Latest Update  World Water & Forest Day 
“E a ulu tafega ae selefutia ai Vaisigano” 

This years Water & Forest Day was celebrated with the theme “Forest and 
Water Resources for Sustainable Urban Development” focusing on the 
importance of sustainable management of forest resources contributing to 
high-quality freshwater supplies and natural flood retention in urban areas. 
The theme emphasizes the importance of sustainable upland forest and 
watershed management, to ensuring the sustainable development of our 
urban environments. It also re-affirms the importance of our hinterlands to 
the economic development of the urban setting, especially the impacts of 
unsustainable land management. Nature provides the natural services we 
require for water security as well as flood water management.  
The removal of natural forest cover in the uplands, not only impacts on 
water availability during the dry season, but it also supports flash floods and 
landslides that impact the coastal towns. The development of our wetlands 
and natural water ways in the floodplains, has contributed to flood waters 
not being able to escape into the intertidal zones.  
As such, the theme for this year provides a great platform to engage with 
the general public in raising awareness and promoting sustainable 
development planning processes, specifically with communities within the 
vicinity of the major urban waterways and those developing the upland 
forests. 
 
Key thematic areas for the 2018 WWFD national campaign includes; 
Resilience of Cities:  Creating liveable and efficient cities with sustainable 

and resilient water and forest management.  
Ecosystem Health: Promoting the protection of Forest and Water 

ecosystems as they both replenish and purify water resources 
essential to human health and well-being.  

An ecosystem approach: An 'ecosystem approach' recognizes and 

ascribes value, including economic value, to the 'services' natural 
ecosystems provide in terms of water filtration and purification, and 
ensures their sustainability, through modern management regimes. 

Integrated water resource management: Different users within a 
watershed are interdependent. Upstream uses of water impact the 
potential of downstream users, Land users through agricultural 
patterns, and industrial development affect water resources. Its a 
must to plan and coordinate strategies on the full range of 
developments that affect ecosystems, natural hydrology, and water 
consumption. 

Coastal Ecosystems: Coastal ecosystems include features such as 
wetlands, estuaries, mangroves and coral reefs – all of which provide 
'services' vital to human health and well-being. These services range 
from the natural filtration of freshwater sources in wetlands and 
forests; provision of habitats for fish and other species to spawn and 
develop; provision of livelihoods and recreational sites; and provision 
of coastal barriers against storm surges and sea level fluctuation.  

Launching of the Integrated Water Management Plan for Greater Apia  
The commemorations will also include the launching of the Integrated 
Water Management Plan for Greater Apia. This has been a product of the 
Economy-wide Adaptation to Climate Change Project in collaboration with 
the UNDP. This plan aims to address up and down-stream causes and 
effects of climate vulnerability within all five watersheds in the Greater Apia 
area. 
There were also educational displays by the various ministries, stakeholder 
agencies and NGOs involved within the Environment, and the Water and 
Sanitation Sectors. 
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27th Mar Latest Update  Prime Ministers Programme for SDGs 
“Educating the future leaders of Samoa” 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment with its supporting 

partners facilitated a consultation programme initiated by the Prime 

Minister –Afioga Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, for Selected Colleges in 

Samoa on 28th March 2018 (EFKS Hall Sogi) to discuss the 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) administrated by United Nations 

Development Programme; which was adopted by Samoa and 192 other 

countries. This programme aimed to raise awareness on implementation 

of SDGs in Samoa as well as the collective benefit of our contribution to 

the prosperity and sustainable development of our world.  

The SDGs are established to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, 

and tackle climate change. These goals comprise of 169 targets and will 

guide the development agenda and policies over the next 15 years from 

2016 to 2030; with these goals, all countries and all people, working 

together through collaborative partnership will implement this plan of 

action in order to create a harmonic peaceful and sustainable world. 

Samoa had adopted these goals into our development strategies that’ll 

assist the Island to progress sustainably.  

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and building shared 

prosperity is in everyone’s interest and has enormous investment 

opportunities that will benefit all people and our planet. The goals matter 

to all of us as we have a shared responsibility for our future and that of our 

planet.  

The Ministry is currently working on mainstreaming these goals through 

the Sustainable Developments implemented by the Ministry within the 

communities. It is important for all of Samoa to understand and be aware 

of the required actions to develop our country sustainably and save our 

planet sustainably. As we embark this collective journey, we pledge that 

with these goals no one will be left behind.  
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Other News 

 Staff Achievements 

Ms. Leasivao Misa Pouvi had 

graduated from the National 

University of Samoa with a 

Degree in Bachelor of 

Commerce, majoring in 

Accounting while studying 

Management as a minor. She 

is currently employed under the 

Ministry as an Accountant 

Revenue Officer in Corporate 

Services Division.   

Ms. Sarona Tanielu Tomane 

had graduated from the 

National University of Samoa 

with a Degree in Bachelor of 

Commerce, majoring in 

Management while studying 

Marketing as a minor. She is 

currently employed under the 

Ministry as a Senior Human 

Resource & Training Officer in 

Corporate Services Division. 
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29th Mar Latest Update  Watershed needs protection 
“Inspecting the ridges of Vaoala” 

The Water Resources Division (WRD) carried out an inspection at the 

ridges behind the Latter Day Saint (LDS) in Vaoala. During the inspection, 

the team had noticed piles of rubbish being brushed off into valley in 

Vaoala. This is a major concern to the Ministry as this is considered an 

illegal dumping of rubbish. The team assessed the site and had also 

noticed the valley is a fresh water source which is a tributary to the 

Loimata o Apaula river system that flows through Lalovaea. The team had 

visited the rubbish source and had advised the family in regards to the 

environmental concern which highly threatens the water system at Vaoala, 

also the team is in process of finding safe solutions in resolving the 

environmental concern at the site. 

The Ministry advises Samoa that it is an offence to dump rubbish illegally. 

As stated in the Waste Management Act 2010, the Ministry has the 

authority to charge anyone in count to illegal dumping of rubbish. An 

individual or a group is charged of WST 5,000 to WST 10,000 fine or 

possible jail time depending on the case and also the severity of the 

offence in regards to environmental health concern. Also, the Ministry will 

charge anyone in count to the discharge of pollutants into water resources 

of Samoa as it is stated in the Water Resource Management Act 2008. 

Anyone caught will be fined or sent for imprisonment for a duration of a 

year or less. 

The Ministry advises all communities to refrain from doing unsustainable 

practices along the river sides as these practices directly affects all 

communities living downstream; and also coastal communities and marine 

ecosystems.  

It is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard and protect the water resources 

of Samoa. To ensure that water quality is safe for everyone to use.  
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 Upcoming Events 

Access and Benefit Sharing  Community 
Workshop (30th April-11th May) 

Welcoming New Recruits Other News 

Waste Management Community 
Consultation for Vaisigano (16th May) Land & Soil Week 2018(21st - 25th May) 

Turtle Nesting in Savaii (28th May) 

For more information and queries, feel free to contact us. 
Phone: (+685)67200  email: roland.setu@mnre.gov.ws           Website: www.mnre.gov.ws 

Or visit us at Level—3, Tui Atua Tamasese (TATTE) Building Sogi 
We welcome any feedback to improve our newsletter and services to all. 

Acknowledging Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environmental Programme in providing sources for this Newsletter Edition 


