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 Small Grants Programme Scheme 
“UNDP supports communities through funds” 

10th April Latest Update 

The government of Samoa attaches great importance to durable, 
genuine partnerships and therefore has invested heavily to work 
with the UN agencies including the UNDP Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme (SGP) to support national 
capacities and efforts to address climate change and other 
environmental areas. The UNDP GEF-Small Grants Programme 
scheme, financial and technical support are provided to accompany 
the efforts of those individuals contributing to fostering an 
environment that stimulates growth and conserves environmental 
factors. The outreach workshop in Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Efi 
(TATTE) Convention Center, was an important part of the call for 
proposal process to discuss and inform community groups, civil 
societies, and NGOs to be able to apply for a full grant of up to 
US$50,000 or a planning grant of up to US$5,000.  
As the Operational Focal Point for GEF. The process is consistent 
with the national priorities and government policies, where the SGP 
Country Programme Strategy is supportive of the Samoa 

Development Strategy (SDS) the National Environment Sector Plan 
(NESP). Based on the strong partnership between the Government 
of Samoa and the UNDP Global Environment Facility Small Grants 
Programme, Samoa can do so much better in terms of sharing best 
practices, ideas, and knowledge on how to achieve the very 
essence of sustainable development by “thinking globally” and 
“acting locally. The Government will continue to give our support 
and involvement in the work of the Small Grants Programme – 
National Steering Committee and its Technical advisory Group. 
These bodies include members from the Civil Society, Private 
Sector and government agencies who work tirelessly to deliver the 
work program of UNDP GEF SGP for communities. 
This capacity building workshop was conducted to help the 
participants gain a better understanding of the environmental 
concerns and challenges facing our country. More importantly, to 
keep everyone informed of the GEF-SGP focal areas of funding 
support. 

12th April  Communities roles in protecting water Latest Update 

3 car bodies dumped in Sinamoga village river channel 

Rubbish Dumped in Safua village river channel 

There has been an increase number of reports lodged in to the 

Ministry on illegal rubbish dumping in river systems around Samoa.  

Some of the photographs shown above is to reflect on the 

unsustainable practices that are currently  done by people around 

our water resources.  

The Ministry reminds all to make the right decision and dispose all 

wastes on appropriate sites. The Ministry has contractors in place 

who are to assist in collecting all wastes for disposal in Tafaigata 

landfill.  

General Wastes - these regular wastes are collected twice a week 

in Upolu and Savaii. Except for town areas which are collected twice  

on a daily basis.  

Bulky Wastes - These heavy scrap metals are collected three times 

a year in the Months of January, June and October. In these 

months, contractors have been collecting bulk wastes on every 

Wednesday of these allocated months. There is also the Pacific 

Recycle Company and Samoa Recycle & Waste Management 

Association (SRWMA) who will freely collect your bulk scraps for 

recycling purposes. Therefore, there is no excuse for the public to 

illegally dispose rubbish wherever they like; however if there are any 

queries , we advise the public to visit our office at Tui Atua Tupua 

Tamasese (TATTE Building) Level 3 and lodge your request.  

The Ministry reminds all that there is an Act in place that governs 

the management of wastes around Samoa. Anyone caught in action 

or proven guilty of such report will be fined accordingly or sentenced 

to a maximum of 12months in prison. Please Keep Samoa Clean! 
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Workshop Participants, Upolu 



 Water Resources Division leads Savaii  

 Communities to sustainable development 
18th April Latest Update 
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Awareness education Community engagement Vaitoomuli villagers during tree planting Sili villager 

Safua villagers during tree planting Vaitoomuli newly established Water Reserve Ready to plant river banks Vaitoomuli villagers 

 Ministers Committee site inspection 
“Assessing the communities of Savaii” 

19th April Latest Update 

The Water Resources Division conducted Tree planting campaigns in 

Savaii. It covered 3 village communities of Vaitoomuli, Sili and Safua. 

For public information, the communities of Sili and Safua are blessed 

with the river systems in these villages as these areas are considered 

major watersheds in Savaii.  

The campaign had already started for Sili and Safua; however, the 

Ministry initial priority is to respond to Vaitoomuli community’s request 

for plant house. Vaitoomuli community is within Palauli Distrcit, which 

is one of the major watershed areas of Savaii; but, the major 

watershed river system is within Vailoa-Palauli, a neighbouring 

community, whereas Vaitoomuli community has minor river systems 

which barely flows. The Ministry responded, it will not provide a plant 

house if there is no environmental purpose of using it for a structured 

sustainable development program in the community; therefore an 

agreement was made with Vaitoomuli community. The Ministry was 

given land from the community for the whole purpose of establishing a 

water reserved area that will create a healthy water system for 

Vaitoomuli community. This initial program is pilot phase to access the 

commitment of the community into establishing healthy water 

systems, if successful then the Community will receive full support of 

the Ministry in providing resources and also a plant house for the 

community’s sustainable development activities.  

The Ministers Advisory Committee conducted a site inspection for the 

islands of Savaii. The purpose of this site inspection is to assess all 

sites and environmental concerns raised by the Advisory committee of 

Savaii. Keep in mind, the Advisory committee includes all members 

and representatives of communities; therefore, there is a direct 

contact between communities and the Ministry.  

The assessment started in Salelologa where inspectors witnessed an 

ugly site along the acres of SLC lands, which had become a dumping 

site for the public. This isn't the first time this was reported to the 

Ministry, although there’s a billboard sign that basically reads “Do not 

litter”, the general public are still carrying out unsustainable illegal 

practices.   

 The inspection continued on around Savaii in assessing Vaiaata to 

Saleia where the Ministry representatives witnessed houses built on 

sea walls (Government Property) had finished off with Samalaeulu, to 

site lands where people have excavated loads of sand from the river 

banks.  

The Ministry is already in process of finding appropriate solutions to 

approach the environmental concern raised by the Advisory 

committee of Savaii.  

Dump sites in Salelologa SLC Lands.  Assessing the seawalls of Saleia Cliffs along roadsides a concern to public Houses  built on Seawall 



 R2R Project responds to request 
“Samoa Primary School receives donation” 

27th April Latest Update 

Illegal activities done by villager along Fagalii Reserve 

27th April Latest Update  Community Partnership is key component 
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The Community of Fagalii is in partnership with the Ministry in 

conserving and protecting the river systems of Fagalii. However, it is 

a concern to the Ministry whether communities are fully committed in 

playing their role in implementing an agreed set up plan (as stated in 

the agreed Memorandum of Understanding) that will benefit the 

communities from ridges to reefs in the long run.  

The Ministry representatives had caught a villager and a road 

contractor company carrying out illegal practices on the reserved 

areas of Fagalii. Lately, people have been cutting down native trees 

and had illegally extract resources from the Fagalii reserve area. 

Although there are interpretive signage's around the area that states, 

“Do not litter” or “Do not wash cars on river”, the public are still 

doing illegal practices. Any activities done without consent or permit 

from the Ministry will be fined accordingly.  

At the moment, the Ministry (through R2R Project) is currently 

working in partnership with Fagalii to improve the management of 

developments along Fagalii river through sustainable management 

of land, forests and coastal areas to create a healthy and flourishing 

biodiversity around the surroundings of Fagalii river.  

Community partnership is the key to any successful programme. 

With the current project in place, it is only on pilot phase. Fagalii is 

one of the most vulnerable areas with numerous environmental 

issues that had critically threatened the communities surrounding it. 

If this pilot program does not work because communities isn't 

cooperating, therefore it will be very hard for the Ministry to assist 

communities in building resilience against climate change issues.  

We have all witnessed and observed the catastrophic effects of 

climate change onto our vulnerable islands; Samoa is a victim of 

these extreme weather events. Let us all work together in building a 

resilient Samoa through the execution of the proposed mitigation 

actions. 

Native trees being cut down in 

Fagalii water reserve area 

Road Contractor carrying out unpermitted activities under 

massive warning billboard sign owned by the Ministry 

Official hand over of asset to Samoa 

Primary The young generation in Samoa Primary School 

The Ridge to Reef (R2R) Project had responded to a request put in by 

Samoa Primary School in regards to a need of a rubbish stand. Anne 

Leauga (School Principal) acknowledged the Ministry, “we are grateful for 

your donation to the school. At the moment, we are  currently educating the 

young generation to practice good waste management for a clean and 

healthy Samoa in the future.” The Ministry representatives had also 

enforced the initiated approach by the school and had reminded the young 

generation on the importance of waste management to the project. “Be 

very careful with what you put on land, it will eventually end up in the 

water and also the ocean”  



30th April Latest Update  Access & Benefit Sharing for  communities of Samoa 
“Informing communities on the value in environment resources” 

The Ministry through the Division of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 

had begun with its consultation programs with communities in regards to 

“Access and Benefit Sharing”. This is derived from Samoa’s agreement 

on the United Nations Convention of Biological Diversity (UNCBD); where 

we agreed to pursue the 3 key goals of CBD which are: to conserve our 

biodiversity, to sustainably use the components of biodiversity, and to fairly 

and equitably share the benefits of the genetic resources accessed 

from our biodiversity.  The Ministry had already started work on pushing 

communities in conserving and sustainably use our biodiversity resources. 

However, not all are aware on the importance and the value in biodiversity.  

Access and Benefit Sharing refers to the way genetic resources are 

accessed, and how its benefits are shared amongst the resource owners. In 

simple terms, how are the benefits from the users (who uses the resources) 

shared amongst the resource providers?  

Providers of resource can refer to government or communities or societies 

who have primary access to resources. Users of resources can refer to 

anyone who do not have primary access to resources but wishes to use the 

resources for their own benefit. For example: researchers, universities and 

companies.  

These consultations are set up to inform communities on how the access 

and benefits sharing process works. This is how it works - For a user to use 

resources from providers; the national authority (government/community 

leaders) are to provide a Prior Informed Consent (PIC) to allow the user to 

access a resource through the provider. When this PIC is provided, the user 

and provider has to set out Mutually Agreed Terms (MAT) to ensure that the 

benefit of the resources used by user is fairly shared onto the providers. 

These conditions are required by the UNCBD. 

Communities around Samoa have been a victim to users from foreign 

countries who had accessed our local genetic resources and had not 

shared its benefits to our people. It is important that the communities are 

informed if a user is to approach communities in regards to resource 

access, it is always best to report to the Ministry for appropriate actions to 

be put in place. In this way, communities will be given not only a partial 

share but a long term sustainable benefit share from resources used.   
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Other News 

Waste Management Community 

Consultation for Vaisigano (16th May) Land & Soil Week 2018(21st - 25th May) Turtle Nesting in Savaii (28th May) 

 Upcoming Events 

Continuous Learning Sessions Training 

The Capacity Building Section will be conducting a CLS Training for everyone 

and anyone. Knowledge is power, lets all share it! 

( 3rd May, 2018 - TATTE Building Level 3, Conference Room 1&2 ) 

ACEO—Seumalo Afele Faiilagi  Community participants during workshop Awareness and discussions with communities 


