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3, Student Fiald Trips to Mangrove Consarvation Araas

Thie World Consarvation Union (IUCKN), UNEP
& WWF defines Biodiversity as the "variety of
lifa in all its forms, lewals and combinations
which includes ecosystem diversily, species
diversity and genetic diversity”. In simpler
terms, biodiversily means a wvariely and
number of species, habilals and genalic
variability contained in species.

The Govemment of Samoa through the
Ministry of Matural Resourcas, Environmant
and Metearalogy (MMREM) commemaratad
on the 22 May 2008 tha Mational Biodiversily
Awareness Day in Samoa. The theme for the
2006 occasion is "Species Consaervalion”
which focuses mainly on Samoa's diversily of
spacies and ecosystems soma of which ara
known 1o be threatened, vulnerable and
endangered. Examples of these include
endemic birds such as the manumea and
ma'oma'n, marine wildlifa specias such as
turtles, whales and dolphins and habitals such
s the forests, mangroves and coral reefs.

The evenlual loss of biodiversity in particular
the idenlified species and acosystems have
been caused mainly by human aclivities. Thae
rapidly growing human population with the
demand for goods and sarvices has
consequently pul pressure on the fauna and
flora resources. Similarly, the rate of economic
development is growing al an alarming rale
where the extent of damages 1o tha
environmenl and ils nalural resources -
biodiversity is becoming too large o be
replenishad naturally over lime.

Lasing biodiversily can also mean a loss in the
guality of life. As slewards of biodiversity, it's
our call lo educate ourselves and work
tegether Lo make proper dacisions for our
environment and the biodiversity it provides.
"Managing and conserving ecosysiems and

spacies is managing people”

Marine Conservation Section

The Marine Consarvation Section condwcled
the following aclivities as part of their
awareness campaign linking o the 2006
Pacific Year of the Sea Turtle (YOST) and
Samoa's National Biodiversity Awareness Day.
These incudad working logether with the
cammunities and  sludenls  through
presantations and discussions to promote the
protection of spacies and ecosyslems Lhal
have been seversly threalened by human
aclivitias.

1. Tagging and releasing turtles at Malua
Theological College

A 'Turlle Tag and Release' activity was
conducted on 28 Aprl 20068 al the Malua
Theological College lurtle pond. The
collabaration on lurlle conservation and
protection betwean the two parties has been

4, Poster on Whales and Dolphins of Samoa

in existance for aboul 3 years now m:lafma
Division's Marine Species Conservation
Program whereby the Division is from time fo
time requasted for technical advice andfar the
tag and release of turtles back to the sea.

The focus of this aclivity was lo tag and
ralease lurles back into the sea. Sixtesn
turllas (Hawksbil and Grean lurlles) weare
lagged and released back inlo the sea at
Taumeasina.

2 Aleipata Community Workshops on Turtles
The Section conduclad 3 evening Educational

Workshops on Turlles for the 11 villages of the
district of Alsipata. While the waters and
shores of the district are curmantly considerad
the mast imparlant remaining nasting grounds
for the Hawksbill turtles in Samoa, these
workshops aim al educating and at the same
tima developing the awaraness of the villagers
on luriles and ralaled issues. Additionally, the
Ministry conducls on going assessment
surveys on the stalus of nasting turlbes in the
country including the Aleipata distict Thus,
the workshops alse aim al publicizing and
ralaying the resulls of these surveys back lo
tha villagars for further awareness.

The series of workshops were conducted in 3
groups of vilages for the 11 villages. The
participation of men, women and youth was
strongly encouraged as lhe Minislry sees
education at the grassroot levels as the basis
for turlle conservation as wall as the
consarvation of the environment as a whala.

The workshops overall have been fruitful and
the communilies themselves saw these as an
opporlunity lo learn aboul these marine
animals as wall as the various inilialives which
the Ministry is currenlly implamenting within
the Aleipata MPA for environmenlal and
spacias consenvation purposes. On lop of that,
this was also a chance lo inform the

communities on lhe existing Government
legislations and regulations specific to turtles
which sorme were and are not aware of,

3. Student Field Trips to Mangrove
Conservation Areas

To really appreciata and understand the valua
of ecosystems such as mangroves, sludents
from varicus schoals are taken on field trips to

conservation areas such as the Moalaa
Mangroves and Saanapu Mangroves. During
the fiald lrips students are able to identily the
2 common mangroves found in Samea and
thair impordance to the marine wildlife and
peopla.

4. Poster on Whales and Dolphins of Samoa
Very few people in Samoa realize thal whales
and dolphins are found in our walers. Dolphins
such as spinners and rough-locthed are
narmally sean around both islands of Savaii &
Upolu. Humpback whales are sighted during
thair migration season which is around Auguest
lo Movember wilth other whales such as tha
pilol and false killer whales being resident.

Whales and dolphins have been lhrealened
from past whaling, by-calchas and
entanglements in fishing nels and pollution.
These lhreals have listed many spacies of
whales and dolphins {eg, Humpback and
Sperm Whales) as Endangared.

Thare has been little (f any) awareness and
importantly limiled knowledge of the local
peopla on cetaceans and the need for
conservalion. Thus, a Poster an Whalas and
Delphins of Samoa has bean produced and is
currenily undergoing printing. The Cetacean
Paoster for identifies and describes the diffarant
species of whales and dolphins which ocour in
the waters of Samoa. It primarily aims o build
orfand improve Lhe knowledge and
undarstanding and at tha same lime raise tha
awareness of the Samoan people on thesa
maring animats.

5. Marine Displays
Turtle, mangroves, coral reefs, whale and
dolphin  displays weare displayed on
Biodiversity Awareness Day. Thesa spacies
and ecosysterns are regarded as threatened
and vulnerable and n need of prolection and
conservation. The displays discussed the
bealogy of these spacias and ecosysiems and
issues such as threals caused by human
activiies and natwral phenomencn. A
significamt level of interest from sludents on
these displays was noled during the occasion.

Biodiversity Awareness Da y,'2006
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23 CHILDREN'S CORNER =

Children aged 9-14 are invited to answer the following corner. The name of 3 students with top scores at the end of every month
will be posted under the "Children's Corner” for special prizes. "Children's Environment Awareness 2006 Awards will be given to
10 students with top total scores in November during the 2006 National Environment Week".

S’

ﬂ Answer the following statements

1. What are some of the ways whales and dolphins communicate
with each other?

2. Where do turtles nest in Samoa and what time of the year do
they nest?

3. Name 2 research technigues on turtles that have been practiced
in Samoa?

4. Which whale migrates from the
during the Months of August to

5. Why are marine turtles endangered?
6. What do you call whales that do not have teeth?

7. Give 3 examples why whales and dolphins are classified as
mammala and not fish?

B. Where do mangroves prefer to grow?

9. Name 2 environmental influences which can affect mangroves?

10, How do mangrove arcas protect the environment?

11. What is significant with the roots of mangrove trees?

12, Which mangrove specics mostly grow at the waters edge?

13. Which mangrove area near Apia was used as public rubbish dumb?

14, How many types of coral reefs are there in the world?

16. Name 1 area in Samoa where coral reefa are protected?

16, Give 1 natural threat on coral reefs of Samoa?

17, What are the 3 turtle apeciea found in Bamoa?

18, How do turtles give birth/ reproduce?

19. How do corals feed?

20, Name the 2 species of mangroves found in
Samoa?

Word Find
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lar region to Samoa to breed
ovember?
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| 1.MAOMAO 2. TAGGING

3.DOLPHINS 4. BIOLOGY

5. ALEIPATA 6. FORESTS

| 7.HABITATS 8. HAWKSBILL
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Unscramble the words below

1. denimce

2. fwillied

3. geannerded
4. nscovirneato
3. rvitomnenen
6. irbvistdyeoi
7. peessic

8. goesvrmna
9. rituet

10. oldnhisp

Fill in the Gaps

The theme for the 2006 occasion is

1 which focuses mainly on Samoa's

2  of species and __ 3 some of which
are known to be threatened, vulnerahle and
endangered. Examples of these include
endemic birds such as the _ 4  and ma'oma'n,
marine wildlife species such as turtles, _ & and
dolphins and habitats such as the forests, _ 6 and

i . The eventual loss of biodiversity in particular
the identified species and ecosystems have been caused

mainly by _ 8 |

_wha!ua, coral reefs, diversity, manumea, nmsystmn;
Species Conservation, human activities, mangroves
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