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● CONCEPT

22.APRIL.200504 CHEMICAL AWARENESS DAY

22.JULY.200507 WASTE MANAGEMENT TRAINING CENTRE

The National Chemical Awareness Day on 22nd April 2005 
at Tafaigata landfill focused on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants(or POPs) because these are among some of the 
most dangerous chemicals that were ever created. Main 
message for this Chemical Awareness was to stop burning 
waste, particularly plastics and chemically-based products.

" PLEASE STOP BURNING WASTE !!! "  

MNREM in coordination with the MESC launched the 
"Heritage in Young Hands" Poster Competition Open Day for 
secondary schools in Upolu and Savaii. The workshop aimed 
to establish awareness on "What is Heritage" and how the 
young generation can contribute to conserve and protect  
National / Cultural Heritage. A 2006 Heritage in Young Hands 
Calendar is now available for sale at the Tamaligi office.

19.OCTOBER.200510 MNREM PARTICIPATED AGRICULTURE SHOW 2005
31.OCT - 04.NOVEMBER.200511 ENVIRONMENT WEEK 2005

05-09.DECEMBER.200512 WMO CONFERENCE IN SAMOA

09.AUGUST.200508 SHARING PRACTICES BY IWP

As part of The 
International Waters 
Project (IWP), 
MNREM showed a 
video documentary 
to provide practical 
lessons for 
improving the 
management of 
waste, freshwater 
and coastal fisheries 
in the Pacific islands 
region. The official 
launching of the IWP documentary video was held at SPREP. 

The Samoa International Waters Project (IWP) is working 
with the communities of Lepa and Apolima Island to find cost-
effective ways to improve the management of freshwater 
resources in Samoa's rural communities.

SEPTEMBER.200509 GROUND-DOVE IN NUUTELE ISLAND

MAY.200505 BIODIVERSITY / HERITAGE AWARENESS DAY
6.JUNE.200506 WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

17.FEBRUARY.200502 WASTE AWARENESS DAY
MARCH.200503 NCSA WORKSHOP IN NIUE

Figure3  Waste Management Training centre

The concept of this Monthly Newsletter 
prepared by Capacity Building Section is to 
share information about environmental events 
and other related activities implemented by 
MNREM, also to enhance awareness on various 
environmental issues and to get people's ideas 
and suggestions in support of sustainable 
development of natural resources and the 
environment.
Furthermore, it is information that can assist us 

to take positive actions to ensure a better 
quality of life for all Samoans.

Figure6  MNREM booth

Figure7  MNREM Officers in Env week
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Figure4  Lepa Boys at the village "siga" 

The Division of 
Environment and 
Conservation undertook 
field research about 
G r o u n d - D o v e  
(Tuaimeo, Gallicolumba 
stairi) in Nuutele Island 
in September 2005.

Currently, the Ground-
Dove is considered one 
the most endangered of all Samoan birds, found only on 
Nuutele and Nuulua islands off Upolu, and in Tafua forests of 
Savaii. So eradicating rats is considered to conserve the 
Ground-Dove and to protect other birds on the island, those 
that are nesting on the ground.

Representatives from MNREM attended a workshop on 
National Capacity Self Assessment (NCSA) process held in 
Niue, March 2005. The workshop was organized under the 
Pacific Regional Support Mechanism (PRSM) established to 
help PICs manage and implement the NCSA.

The NCSA is an initiative of the Global Environmental 
Facility (GEF). The objective of the NCSA is to help 
developing countries to assess their national capacity needs 
for implementing Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
(MEAs).

These MEAs include the three Rio Conventions: the United 
Nations Framework Convention for Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), the United Nations Convention for Biodiversity 
(UNCBD), and the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Land Degradation (UNCCD).

Figure5  Team photo of Ground-Dove research

HERITAGE IN YOUNG HAND AWARENESS OPEN DAY 

CLIMATE CHANGE & OZONE AWARENESS DAY

The National Climate Change and Ozone Awareness Day 
was commemorated on 28th July at the  Meteorology Division 
(Mulinuu). Climate Change and Ozone are some of the most 
important environmental issues faced by Samoa.

OFFICE WORKSHOP IN SAVAII

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST AWARD

As part of MNREM's Programme on public awareness, the 
National Environment Week is an on-going annual event 
since the 1990s. Thus the Ministry commemorated 
Environment Week with a series of activities organized to 
improve community awareness on environmental issues and 
foster public participation in natural resource management 
and sustainable development. Events included presentations 
and displays on Water Resources, Plastic Ban, Land 
Services, Disaster 
M a n a g e m e n t , t h e  
Environment Forum. 
The Tree Planting Day 
at Tuanaimato to 
commemorate Arbor 
Day and Malili trees 
were planted along the 
road and was named 
the "Malili Road".

The Agriculture 
show 2005 on World 
Food Day was held 
by The Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Fisheries for the 
general public to 
witness displays of 
products prepared by 
various organizations 
on the 19th of 
October 2005. 

MNREM participated and showcased some of their 
resources to increase awareness on environmental issues. A 
display was prepared to show some of the materials 
produced by MNREM, for example, Native trees like Ifilele, 
Poumuli, Malili, and to provide information of Heritage 
Project, Climate Change, Weather Service, Biodiversity, 
GMO. 

The training center at the 
Tafaigata landfill was 
opened on the 22nd July 
2005. It was funded by 
JICA. This training center 
is currently being used for 
learning  activities to 
introduce waste 
management at the 
Tafaigata landfill and for 

capacity building of waste disposal in Samoa.

MNREM commemorated 
the National Waste 
Awareness Day at 
Tafaigata landfill on 17th of 
February 2005. 

The highlight of the day 
was the launching of the 
1st Cans Recycling Facility 
in Samoa funded by JICA 
in line with the year's 
theme "Developing 
Products from Waste Materials". 

The main purpose of the Recycling Project is to reduce the 
amount of solid waste materials being dumped into the landfill 
site, thus extend the existence of the landfill. 

Figure1  Recycle Facility

The Young Environmentalist Award presentation was held 
on the 16th December at Tamaligi office. The event 
acknowledged the valuable contribution of the young 
students who participated in the MNREM "Our Environment 
Our Heritage" page - children's courner.

MNREM in collaboration with SPREP marked the 
commemoration of the World Environment Day on the 6th 
June 2005. The theme Green Cities: Plan for the planet also 
highlighted the concept of "5 Steps to a Cleaner Samoa" ; 
(1.Avoid, 2.Reduce, 3.Reuse, 4.Recycle, 5.Compost). This 
event was also organized in support of the 2005 Pacific Year 
of Action Against Waste.

Over 40 MNREM staff attended the office retreat in Savaii to 
discuss/review the Corporate Plan and develop strategies for 
the Ministry to improve its service delivery. The 2006-08 Corp 
Plan, Service Charter & Management Plan can be accessed 
on the website.

Your cooperation is necessary to improve  our Monthly News letter, so please give us information about coming events and projects.          Next month is Waste Management Awareness Day.   

Biodiversity Day is an annual 
event commemorated in May to 
show government support for the 
protection and conservation of 
biological diversity resources in a 
sustainable manner for today and 
future generations.

The commemoration of the 
Biodiversity and Heritage 
Awareness Day focused on the 
importance of biodiversity to 
sustainable development. As part of 
the awareness event, a national forum was held at the 
Forestry Division at Vailima, which lead to the development of 
a policy on Sustainable Management of Forestry in Samoa.

The MNREM hosted the 4th World Meteorological 
Organization Technical Conference at the Kitano Tusitala, 
and representatives from member countries discussed 

measures to 
improve the 
m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  
and hydrological 
services in region.

	 A GLIMPSE OF EVENTS FROM 2005

Figure2  Fagaloa


